THE COUNTER-OFFENSIVE

times fall within one category, sometimes within
another. The immediate crisis may call for concen-
tration of attack upon one kind of objective; that
passed, it may be more advantageous to switch the
attack to a different kind. The postponement of
long-range raids may be necessary if support has to
be lent to a field army in the battle zone. The
enemy's lines of communication in the. rear of his
advance may have to be given precedence, as an
objective, over possible targets in his homeland. The
latter may come more prominently into the picture
at a later date.
The Royal Air Force and the Army
Our own bombers, both those of the Advanced
Air Striking Force and of the Bomber Command,
had of necessity to lend all possible assistance to our
own and the French armies during the period
covered by the battles of Flanders and of France in
May and June. In the Air Ministry Bulletins issued
during that time one reads repeatedly of bombing
attacks, by day and night, upon armoured columns,
supply columns, troop concentrations, roads, rail-
ways, bridges, ammunition and petrol dumps in
woods, and similar objectives in the rear of the
German armies. Aerodromes from which his Jun-
kers 87 dive-bombers operated were also a main
target at that time. Our bombers struck hard at all
these objectives. On June 10, for instance, they were
in action, an A.M. Bulletin stated, all the way from
the Channel coast to the German frontier, and on
the following day, it was recorded, they dropped a
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